


Cap Badge Inauguration Ceremony
18th November 2003 -

ONE FOR THE LINE
BOOK

L 1s not everyday that a onit
changes its regmental idenhty. bt
the 18th Novembper 20003 saw tha
Speaal 3oat Service do that very
thing at an afficial Cap Badgs
Inauguration Ceremony held at RM
Pecle The guest of honour was e
Captan Cereral Roya Marines, his
Royel lighness thc Duke of
Edinourgh whc was 1osicd by
Adniral S Jenalon Band
{SINCFLEET)

3y way of backaground 1t 15 worlh
brnging your atencion to the current
COs Cruax<er article (publicised in
Nov/Dew 03 Gicbe & Laurel), which
seehs Goexpldin e main reascns
why lhz SBS has svudll 5 oan
Lrique scentily. Vhal s not e luned
i the aticle and worthy ol nole 15 that
fror Qrtober 2001 Full Curnmiand of
the SBS was rasfenec jon SGRIM
ty CINGFLEET, initse { @ maor move,
whirn conlld e construad by many @s
e foundanon stone of unil identlity
After muecn cnnsuiration CGRM wes
ta yve his il support 11 Gctober
2002 lelinwea shortly by that of
CINCFLE=1 In briet, tnrp SHES Fan
beor given approval to wezr they awn
cap badge, parachute wings, &nd
stabe belt i addtion to fhyng A
regmental flag

ANHANIBIN

It wall rome as nno S rprse thal
deliheration over rap badge &rco
accculremeant design nlicwied ire
democratic line with all these s
arlistizalv inchn2d tendenng trer
prcpesals, many presenting their
claarly latent ard comical taients In
fact, the dosign stage began as far
back oz Jaruary 20C2 Akhcugh the
Trog & [Fcodles' was  seriously
considered and a zample preducad
the design provece oc comalicatad for
a hand embroidered cloth cap badge
Bui censas ruled that havne stood
the test of ime and with doep seated
hislor cal roots the 'Frog & Paddics’
should become the offical baage of

Steve Wakely

the SES Associaiion. In any case, ii's
3 gooc axcuse c own arcther tie

Mindtul ot 1ae 'kiss' acronym  the
design needec lo refect the mantme
drmension and uniqueness of bheing
the Royal Navy's Special Force, yel
matain a3 hink with the past: sa
waves, daggers, swords elc were
much in  evcence nceed,
transp red the final cesign was to have
somc hint of hsterical similanty with
one of the forcbear unts, No2 Sgecial
Boat Section (Army Commarce unt
founded by Liculcnant Rocer
Courtney KRRC, see oclow) This
team must be credited with tae very
first canoe/demolition raid conducted
by Leutenant Tug Wison (Army?,,
and Marine Wally HHughes al the cnd
ul Junz 1941 when they landed on the
Siuilian coasl from the submarinc
HMS U-ge Lo attack & railway Lnnel
Su evenlually, by the end of January
2003 lhere were several serious
desiur s whicl wete e-tndiled 16 and
from the SBS TGHQ . fur the final
vote.

Mecanwnile, back al Poole there
were still two more hcops to jump
through, “irstly, thot of 2ngaging the
Colege of Armms and sccondly
seekiny fnal approval from Her
Majesty the Queen  The Colcge o
Armis is part of the Royal Househo d
and are charged with all heraldic

matters botn civiban and militlary. Aller
much corresnondence and not to say
¢ Ittle frustration the Collrge
encersed the tinal design wh rh was
forwarded to Her Majesty. The Queen
issued her approval on 12:h April
20C3. the origina artwark beccming
per. o° thc MOD ar. collection and on
display in the CO's office. “he off.cial
jarcer fcr all you neraldic spotters: A
Dagyer point upwards Argsn: the
Blade over Bars wavy couped Azurs
and the hill surmiounting the centre of
da Mollo Scroll Argent thereon the
Letters i1 Sable thz wuics BY
STRENGTH AND GUILZ'. lhere you
have it The badga is classed &% o
wire hillinn badge bhanc sewn in
Pakistan and the same hadge is worn
by ail ranks

Regarding tre remaing
accoutrermants, a request was mace
tc wca” the SAS Wings, and why not.
as the S3S underco the very same
course and jointry is suppcsed to be
ke name of the came  However. anc
serhaps rather parochialy, :hc
equest wes denied The wings finally
selectec dare a most identicel to those
~CeY by the VWWAWIL Soecial Boas
Secuons and arz issued lui Blues.
l.ovats. Mess Dress Couinbal Cress
a71 the KO/Stone shint. The Slable
Belt, worm only with werking Jdress,
rorprses of a plan mid green
caavas helt tasteren with an etched
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bronze “Viclor’ style clasp
surmounted by the SBS badge. The
tlag 18 ol simple design divided
equally into 3 bands (green. biack
and green) with the badge
positioned centrally. The flag is flown
direclly outside the SBS Regimental
HQ wilh a ceremomal flag on
permanent  display wilhin  the
bullding. A new lanyard was also
adopted as the previous lanyard was
identical to that worn by the Royal
Green Jackets

As far as wearing the new badge,
the badge I1s worn by all tri-service
ranks who pass UKSF Selection and
join the SBS. and when appointed to
UKSF appointments The primary
Aaim bere 15 to have everyone who
joms the unil wearing the same
badge and headdress. no matter
what tribe you come from. Currently,
when returning to 3 Cdo Bde the
Globe & Laurel will be worn. although
it 1s now understood that NCO's
returning  briefly for all Command
Courses can wear the new SBS
badge SBS parachule wings are not
worn on normal working dress
however, are worn on all dress
uniforms and also on combat dress
when returning to 3 Cdo Bde Whilst
serving wilhin the SBS the Lovat
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uniform has become the Nof
ceremomial dress worn on occasions
such as Remembrance Sunday. the
rational here being that you cannot
wear a beret with blues except during
Kings Squad Naturally, Blues are still
retained for Command Courses and
appointments within the Corps

The final phase of ‘Op Badge' was
to crown the occasion with a suitable
ceremony involving minimum  drill
movement for obvious reasons
iritially  Her Majesty the Queen’s
presence was sough!, however, it was
considered more appropriate that the
Captain General shoulc altend as the
principal guest of honour Once the
ceremony date was confirmed the
G1/G4 tale swung into action and (he
stage was sel. The aim was to make 1l
very much a family occasion with
invitation spread widely throughout
the RN Command, the Corps. the SF
Group, OGD, the SBS Association,
civilian  staff and all families.
Obviously November would not be
everyone's choice for an outdoor
ceremony and restricting rehearsals
lo one day might seem slightly short
sighted bul Royal diaries and
operational tempo dictated in both
cases Thanks to WO1 Steve Ware
(1st Drill CTCRM) and the enormous

patience of lhe RM Poole DL1 the
SBS were eventually synchronized

So the 18th of November came and
the 'sun shone or the righteous’ as
the main body of guests congregated
in the sumptuous marquee for coffee
Meanwhile at the Officers’ Mess the
VIPs arrived. The Captain General
and CINCFLEET receiving their
respective  'General and Royal
Salutes' from the 12 man SBS
Quarter Guard By 1000hrs the
guesls slarted moving to the large
coverec sealing area whilst the
CTCRM Band played to therr normal
exemplary standard n the
background. As the guests took their
seats the SBS. lotalling 200 ranks
(less Z Sqgn). marched smarlly and
proudly onto the specially prepared
parade area and under the RSM went
to ‘'open order’ The VIP guests then
arrived including, Admiral the Lord
Boyce (the new SBS Colonel
Commandant). Ma; Gen Keeling
{SBS Association President), Lt Gen
Sir Henry Beverley. VAdm Stanhope
(DCINC). Brig Dutton (Bde Comd)
and Director Special Forces

Right on queue the Captan
General and Admiral Band arrived
and mounled the dais After the Royal
Salute and National Anthem the



Inspection o the SBS a1 Bard
fcliowec.,  the  Cansan  Lenerdl
noticcakly belying his 33 vears Al
assembled wers cbor treoted e @
shorl and evacative history of the
33Z, otk yoodness for Richarg
ChEfard s 19dh 1w Present Cay
Accnnnt which recewsd 4 seveit
dustine a7 ks prenaranon

[he uGgh point of 1R CRremony was
‘¢ b tne berel changing At the
nosting of tFe naw Hag whicn wat
sinous faull, akkbcugh thera was an
adremcly large pouse of tup three’
as the GLS got ahead of itself wating
for L C130, CHA7 anc Lyns. Hiypast
Tha ceremany cenciuded with o short
wvvice impentably led by the SBS
Chaphi (Rev Fary Macleds teatunng

Areading by the yourgest SCZ, sone
five hymn singiny 4nd & conclude g
adifress hy the Saptamn General.

Attar ine SBS was disrissed lunct
wes 'zken in the Officers’ Mess anc
the marquee where mpth o
cvanyene's delignt the SBS cepage
flowed 1in grest goantiies. It was
exremely comforting to sec so many
diferent fases from the pasl and
present enjaying the oscasion Aftes
lunck the Gantein Gereral visiled the
marqnea 10 CElE wiit vanious groups
and on eavirg the (.01 presantec him
witt a3 framed badge to mark the
cceasion  That everg the festivities
continicd - the Scrgeants Mess
wherz of note the CO and RSV ‘rang
the Lell due lc ceremonial diff culties

In sum, 1t was clearly ar historical
day and udginc by the number of

conmnznls  recewvaed  afterwards
enjoyed dincwensely by all Sincs
1947, the 3BE hes devaoped and
prospered aln ost beyund rec2qnition
from a small furce of not more 59
ranks W regivental  proporlions
commanded at the lughest evel |t
continues W do su m the liue Roval
Marine and SBS uwaditon But
whataevar  your  thoaghls  and
rerceptons. just call it evoluiion

FPust Note It was with some
saaness lial at the last mocment
General Miton (CGRM) ad Lard and
Lacy Jelicoe werie unabe to <tend
due el healtn The CO s wlanninu tu
rechiy this at a laler dae.






